WHQ debate – a tenancy for life?

October 2009 saw the second of the year’s stand-alone WHQ debates, this time sponsored by Community Housing Cymru. 

Should a tenancy be for life? the debate asked. Chaired by Ian Williams of the Hendre Group, Duncan Forbes, Chief Executive of Bron Afon Community Housing and John Drysdale of TPAS Cymru spoke in favour of a tenancy for life, while Mark Sheriden of Taff Housing Association and Amelia Walker of the Local Government Information Unit opposed. Questions posed by speakers included:

· life is about change – why do we need a one size fits all approach? 

· why should tenants be asked to compensate for a lack of courage to ask the right people to pay (to build more housing)? 

· isn’t a tenancy for life a concept that is living in the past? 

· why should we shuffle around the misery between the poor and the very poorest?

· if we can’t give everyone a tenancy for life, how do you chose the people who can access one? 

· shouldn’t we be able to respond to peoples changing needs without them having to move out of their home?

· there are well over a million people on social housing waiting lists – shouldn’t we be giving them some thought?

· what about the human feelings that attach to a home? 
· we can’t build our way out of the overcrowding problem – what about those social housing tenants who are underoccupying their homes? 

· why should we ask tenants to do something that wouldn’t be countenanced by home-owners? 

· doesn’t a tenancy for life restrict labour mobility – locking people in rather than enabling them to move to take up employment opportunities? 

· where is the evidence that removing a tenancy for life would do all the things that are being claimed? 

After a lively and robust debate from both speakers and delegates alike, the majority of delegates voted in favour of a tenancy for life. 
